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BEIRUT FOR RCAA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, IR 

SUB J : IRAN AIR ROUTE TO CHINA AND JAPAN 
REF: TEHRAN 5759 

1. CIVIL AVIATION ADMINISTRATOR ARBABI TOLD EMBOFF JAN. 29 
THAT IRAN AIR'S DELAY IN INAUGURATING SERVICE TO PEKING AND 
TOKYO STILL CAUSED BY FAILURE OF JAPANESE AND CHINESE TO REACH 
AIR AGREEMENT, WITHOUT WHICH JAPANESE WILL NOT ALLOW IRAN 
AIR TO FLY TO TOKYO VIA CHINA. REFERRING BACK TO HIS EARLIER 
STATEMENT (SEE REFTEL) IN AUGUST 1973 THAT IF JAPANESE 

DID NOT MOVE ON THIS ISSUE, IRAN MIGHT TAKE SOME ACTION 
AGAINST JAL, ARBABI SAID THIS IS IRAN AIR'S WISH BUT IRANIAN 
GOVERNMENT CONCLUDES ANY ACTION AGAINST JAL INAPPROPRIATE 
BECAUSE JAPANESE WILL ALLOW IRAN AIR TO FLY TO JAPAN (VIA 
BANGKOK OR HONG KONG FOR EXAMPLE) AND IS PROHIBITING ONLY 
SPECIFIC ROUTE. 

2. ARBABI CONFIRMED THAT CAAC REPRESENTATIVE IN TEHRAN HAD 
RETURNED TO CHINA AND ARBABI UNDERSTOOD THAT HE WOULD NOT BE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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RETURNING TO TEHRAN UNTIL CAAC IS READY TO BEGIN ITS SERVICE 
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VIA TEHRAN AND BUCHAREST TO TIRANA. ARBABI SPECULATED THIS 
MIGHT BE SOME MONTHS IN THE FUTURE. 

HECK 
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